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mands of this great master. Considering how near God is to us, and that
none of our thoughts are hid from him, how ought we never to do anything
contrary to his will, and honour them who are set over us! showing with
a sincere affection of meekness, and manifesting the government of our
tongues by a love of silence. " Let your children," says the saint, " be
bred up in the instruction of the Lord, and learn how great a power humility
has with God, how much a pure and holy charity avails with him, and how
excellent and great his fear is."

It appears by what follows, that some at Corinth boggled at the belief
of a resurrection of the flesh, which the saint beautifully shows to be easy
to the Almighty power, and illustrates by the vine which sheds its leaves,
then buds, spreads its leaves, flowers, and afterwards produces first sour
grapes, then ripe fruit; by the morning rising from night; and corn
brought forth from seed. The saint adds a strong exhortation to shake
off* all sluggishness and laziness, for it is only the good workman who
receives the bread of his labour. " We must hasten," says he, " with all
earnestness and readiness of mind, to perfect every good work, labouring
with cheerfulness; for even the Creator and Lord of all things rejoices in
his own works." The latter part of this epistle is a pathetic recommendation
of humility, peace, and charity. " Let every one," says the saint, " be subject
to another, according to the order in which he is placed by the gift of God.
Let not the strong man neglect the care of the weak: let the weak see
that he reverence the strong. Let the rich man distribute to the necessity
of the poor, and let the poor bless God who giveth him one to supply his
want. Let the wise man show forth his wisdom, not in words, but in good
works. Let him that is humble, never speak of himself, or make show of
his actions. Let him that is pure in the flesh, not grow proud of it, know-
ing that it was another who gave him the gift of continence. They who
are great cannot yet subsist without those that are little; nor the little
without the great. In our body, the head without the feet is nothing;
neither the feet without the head. And the smallest members of our body
are yet both necessary and useful to the whole." Thus the saint teaches
that the lowest in the church may be the greatest before God, if they are
most faithful in the discharge of their respective duties. St Clement puts
pastors and superiors in mind that, with trembling and humility, they
should have nothing but the fear of God in view, and take no pleasure in
their own power and authority. " Let us," says he, " pray for all such
as fall into any trouble or distress; that being endued with humility and
moderation, they may submit, not to us, but to the will of God." Fortunatus,
who is mentioned by St Paul, was come from the church of Corinth to
Rome, to inform that holy see of their unhappy schism. St Clement says,
he had dispatched four messengers to Corinth with him, and adds, ** Se&d
them back to us again with all speed in peace and joy, that they may tfec